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Q & A: Pupil Fair Dismissal Act (PFDA)

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) Division of Compliance and Asgdtasaleveloped this
document to provide technical assistance to districts that have raised quesf@zdsg the PFDA. This
document addresses what documents must be given to students and parents when a studeded @uspe
expelled, timing of administrative conferences and out-of-school suspension naotitdse duration of out-
of-school suspensions.

Question 1: Do school districts need to send/provide a copy of the PFDA Act to students a
parents/guardians when a student is suspended or expelled/excluded from school?

Answer: Yes. A copy of the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act (Minn. Stat. Sectl@i#\.0-121A.56) must be
provided to a student and the student's parent or guardian when a student is suspended from
school or when a district proposes to expel or exclude a student from school.

Question 2:  Does MDE have a copy of the PFDA on its Website?

Answer: Yes. MDE's Website [gtp://education.state.mn.udnce you are on the MDE Website, click
on "Accountability Programs" and scroll down to "Compliance and Assistancet'ghi¢o
the section links and click on "Student Dismissal”, "Pupil Fair Dismissal Aot click on
"Pupil Fair Dismissal Act (PFDA) Statutes only". You are then able to dodnieaPFDA
statutes document, which is approximately eight pages. You can also click on the PFD
brochure document, which is a summary of state and federal law related to stsciphhdi
law and frequently asked questions and answers.

Question 3: Do | need to include the specific number of days a student will be sasiethegeNotice of
Suspension?

Answer: Yes. The suspension notice must state that the suspension is for aspedtiér of days.
Question 4:  What is the maximum length that a student can be suspended for one dystripideart?
Answer: Ten school days. If the district is in the process of initiating amsaa&n, school

administration may, with notice to the student and parent, extend the suspension tofa total
15 school days (Minn. Stat. § 121A.40, subd. 10).
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Question 5:

Answer:

Question 6:

Answer:

Does the PFDA require school districts to decide whether or notelprg@eeding with an
out of school suspension or expulsion/exclusion within a specific number of days of a
particular incident?

No. The PFDA does not set a limit on the number of days that can elapsenkihe date of

the incident and the decision to suspension or expel/exclude a student. Once the decision is
made, the school district must have held an informal administrative conferenceponass
practicable following the suspension if it appears the student will createnaediate and
substantial danger to self or to surrounding persons or property. The Student is to be providec
a copy of the notice of suspension at or before the commencement of the suspension, and the
parent/guardian must be served with a copy within 48 hours of the administrative mosfere

or the suspension, whichever occurs first.

What must be included in the notice of suspension?
The written notice of suspension must contain the grounds for suspension,tatbriedrg of

the facts, a description of the testimony, a readmission plan if applicable, andat top
PFDA (Minn. Stat. Sections 121A.40-121A.56).

Authority: PFDA - Minn. Stat. Sections 121A.46 and 121A.47



