Young Students APPENDIX A

Inventory of Early Reading Skills
Letter and Word Identification
Adapted from The Early Detection of Reading Difficulties by Marie M. Clay

This is an inventory of skills, not a normed or standardized instrument. It should be used to gather
information about a student's letter and word identification skills.

Letter Identification:

v Using the attached sheet of large print alphabet letters. Have the
student read across the lines so that the letters appear in random
order.

v Use an identical sheet to record responses.

v Introduce the task by asking, “What do you call these2 Can you
find some that you know?” Point to each letter and ask, “What is
this one?” Give encouragement if the student does not respond.

v Accept as correct an alphabet letter named, a sound produced for
the letter or a response that indicates a word that begins with the
same sound.

v Record any incorrect responses and your observations.

Word Identification

v You may use the attached sheet of words for this inventory.
Administer only one list. It is important in the early assessment
of skills that the assessment is linked closely to instruction. The
most frequently occurring words in the materials used for instruction
should be the ones used for the word identification inventory. If the
words on these lists do not match those infroduced in the student’s
instruction, compile your own appropriate list.

v Use an identical sheet for recording student’s responses.
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Practice Word

the

I
Mother
are
here
me
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am
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children
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too
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is
Father
come
for
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you
at
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get
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